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Classification 

• Classification is the process by which anything is 
grouped into convenient categories based on 
easily observable characters. 

• The science, which deals with describing, 
classifying and naming the organism, is known as 
Taxonomy.  

• Aristotle was the earliest to attempt a scientific 
basis of classification. 

• Carolus Linnaeus is called as father of taxonomy 
(1707-1778). 

 



Two kingdom system of classification 

Linnaeus classified the different organisms based on 
their structure and discovered the term called Binomial 
Nomenclature. It is the method of naming the 
organisms by their genus and followed by their species. 
The two kingdoms of classifications are: 

1. Kingdom Plantae  

2. Kingdom Animalia.  

But this system of classification was not successful, as 
it could not distinguish between –  

– Eukaryotes and prokaryotes. 

– Unicellular and multicellular. 

– Photosynthetic and non-photosynthetic. 

 Binomial System is being used for scientifically 
naming the organisms. 

 

 



In the year 1969 a scientist named  R.H. Whittaker 
provided five kingdom system of classification. On the 
basis of characteristics such as cell structure, mode of 
nutrition, mode of reproduction and body organization, 
he divided living organisms into five different kingdoms 
– Protista, Fungi, Plantae, Animalia, and Monera. 
 

 
 

 

Five kingdom system of classification 



Three domain classification of life 

The Three Domain System of classification was 
developed by Carl Woese in 1990. Before Woese's 
discovery in 1977, scientists believed there were 
only two types of life: eukarya and bacteria. He 
suggested archaea as distinct group from bacteria.  



This phylogenetic tree is based on rRNA sequences 
that demonstrate the division of all living things into 
three broader domains. 
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